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1 is a i 0 erben of the =] 
much celebrated Archbiſhop Til. 
J de, In proceſs of time the 
„ beſt inſtitutions are apt to decline, . 
and by inſenſible degrees to ſwerve 
and depart from the perfection of : 


their firſt Rate, - Ss therefore It is a 


to look back to ! he 


good rule, to preſerve things from : 
corruption and degeneracy, often 
lt inſtitution, Eu 
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"and by that to correct hole im- 
perfections and errors which will 
almoſt unavoidably creep in with 
. time.” DE 15 E | | 
Ho far the Feyerend ö — 
who. left the world the following | 
teſtimonies, have acted conformable 
to the above, and more eſpecially | to | 
their maſter's will, 15 now propoſed 
5 to the candid reader. Both fat out | 
on the inquiry, prepoſſeſſed in fa- 
vour of the popular practice; yet} 
| 1 from a tender concern for divine | 
a authority, wiſely ated in imitation = 
of the noble Bereans,----the iſſue was, 
temat they found themſelves, by the 
oo erbearing light of truth, obliged ; 
to diſcard. former” ſentiments, then 
1 chear fully complied: with the 1 | 


= herd's voice. f 


* 


* | 


bc H E very extraordinary zeal, which =] 


F has lately been expreſſed from. the 


| pulpit, and the preſs, for Inſant- bap- = 


T6 ſm, as an ordinance of God, or of -: 


N ful me on reviewing. the evidence, 


unqueſtionable and divine authority, 


T which E Was for or Me * convinced 0 the 9 
8 "ho Fe 


And as 4 dnt remember 70 haik met ” 


. with. any thing on the ubjeft exattly m 
4 this form, if ut has no other advantage, : 
tit may point out a method of inquiry to 


- thoſe 20 make the word of G 
. 5 their a aith and e e 


There 


od. the rule _ 


Ther are 1 foo h hints taken om | 


133 . modern authors, but the main is the Judg- | 


ment 1 form! d of theſe ae at t the timc 
e, "1 


1 have only to 4d 70 am not co ſci „ 


: of a wiiful miſrepreſentation of any text, 
6 t have faithfully given what 1 abpre- 
ended to be the real ſenſe of the Mn 1 


Ghoſt ; to whoſe = and ble fin ng 1. Þ 


* an recommend _ 


2 


. . » 0 6 y ; "hf r , 1 p * 
: a 
_ CITIES EFT L4H 2 ener eee . : 
: . 0 4 \ bl ' Ec 
\ Ld ' * 
: Ce 4 * ; 0 2 ; 5 * 


A e ( 5 


5 A 


"7 HAT Baptifas i is an bs a Jeſus Shift, s 
. admitted by the generality of thoſe who call them- 
ſelves chriſtians, That it is of ſtanding uſe in the 
= | church of God, appears from the“ nature of the 
* infiieution when rightly underſtood, and the promiſe of the 
| great head of the church to his miniſters i in the adminiſtra- 
tion of it; % I am with you alway even to the end of the world. 5 
And as this ordinance is diſtinguiſhed from others, in its 
limitation to a jingle adminiſtration, without repetition; 
I great care ſhould he taken, that we a& agreeable to the 
mind of Chriſt in it; what is to be done but once in the 
„ chriſtian' s life, ought | to be done well. 1 . 
It is certain, men are apt to run into extremes; e = 
may poſſibly make too much of Baptiſm, ſuppoling it to be a 
Tegenerating, or juſtifying orainance ; that it waſhes away the 
guilt of original fin, and i 18 always accompanied with the 
1 88 of race -Others may think as OP. of it * 


. 4 Dhoni e ft the bing 1 _ a tied 
= fubbjeftigh to the authority of Father, Son, and Spirit, with a thank- 
V recognition of the burial and reſurrection of our Lord Jeſus 


I Ente inthe vieco 9 which woe 5 ere to dhe. unto As, and. live 20 
= = ; holineſs, * 3 755 | | 


2 : 4 . Repreſentation of 


as a mere Arenen ritual, or teſt of obedience to a 


5 Ppoktive precept, with little, if any ſpiritual meaning 
Nor are men, good and learned men, leſs divided about 
the /ubjefts and mode of this ſacred inſtitution. If this aroſe 
from the obſcurity or ambiguity of the terms in which it is 
revealed, it might carry the appearance of ſome reflection 

on the wiſdom of the law-giver; it being a duty of com- 
mon concern, in which the plaineſt chriſtian is as deeply 

_ intereſted, as men of the greateſt capacity or literature: : 
But if it appears that God has not been wanting in this 
matter, and that the ſcripture account of it is in terms of a 
determinate meaning, and eaſy to be underſtood; whatever 

darkneſs may attend our minds, we have no room to W 


rel with revelation. 


It is now near thirty years, Ans 1 firſt cumin this | 
ter And I am ſure no one could enter into the in- 
quiry, with more earneſt deſire to find it on the fide of the 
common practice; all my converſation and prolpeRts leaning . 


| f ſtrongly that Way. : 


The method I took v was, 1 hope: 4 in a dependance . | 


"God, whoſe direction 1 earneſtly implor'd, to collect the 


Pole evidence from ſcripture, to conſider carefully every _ 
part ſeparately, that I might 1 what Was s his good and 


. acceptable will in this ſervice. 


And whether I ſhould happily a attain the Jefirable 1 s 
f or no, I reme ember I found great peace in the: integrity f 
the determination. Accordingly. looking 7 to e © 


| ſet myſelf to ſearch the ſcriptures. 
The queſtions before me were, 


Whether believers, or perſons profeſing Faith. and re- 
pentance only, 1 
Or believers and their. natural offipring, or infants El 


common, were the proper ſubjects of baptiſm? TR 


+= And: whether the manner of adminiſtration. was by i Im- : 
merſion or plunging, or by ſprinkling or pouring; or whe: ; 


ther either might be us'd indifferently? 


5 Conſidering that baptiſm was an ordinance tnctias to N 
the Goſpel Diſpenſation, thought it moſt natural, to ex- 

: „ an account of it in the New Teſtament. Accordingly 

I began with the Goſpel of St. Maithew, and in the third _ 
N met with the following deſcription of e $ hap = 


BY £7; 
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the Ordinance of Baptiſm. 


Tordan, confeſfing their fins, —And that when he ſaw many of the 


= Phariſees and Sadducees come to fs Baptiſm, he ſa d urto them, 
O generation of wipers, who hath warned you, &c. Bing forth”. 
= > te -refore fruits meet for repentance, and think not to Jay: withan mou” | 
Milos, we have Abraham to our father, & c. . 
Here 1 found that John had a peil commiſſion. 5 en 
f him, to preach and baytize. 
That the fubſtance of his miniſtry, was the do ive of NT 
repentance, in the view of the near approach. of the Met- | 
. hah; repent, for the kingdom of Heaven is at hand. : 8 
| Tlat his ſucceſs Was very extraordinary. y uit 
flocking aſter him, to hear him preach. and be ba; tized of 
him, Jeru ſaleni, and all Fudea, and the region round about, KC. 
6 That the place of his preaching, was the wilderneſs; 1 
of hi 18 bapti Zing, the river Jordan. | J Or AY OFT 


That the action was baptizing— 


And that the. diſpoſition of mind required i in . ſubjects 
| was repentance; and ſuch repentance as thould be produtt've. 
of 800d fruits: : And where this was wanting, a relation to 


Abraham as their father did not entitle them to his bap: iim. 


This appear'd to me to be the fum of the account; and I = 


could not help obſerving, | 
There is no intim zation of children being g brought by the 217 


5 parents to ohn. 


Not a word of his baptizing them, | 
No recommendation of this to their parents, as a 017 
to be aferwards performed by them, in conſequence or 


| | neir bei ing P roſel: „ted to his Eine” No hint of. pour- 
5 ing Or ſprink ng; but that John. baptized the . the 
118 er Jordan, and that he did ihis on their repe ntance or 


10 of 1 "Rs 


Thus far the evidence 3 for i baotifer 1 pro- 
cet ed to conlider t he Paptiſm of our Lord, as del cribed 

zu the ſame chapter, verſes 19, 14, 15, 10. Then cometh le- 

1 us {707 2 Galilee to Jordan, to John 10 1 e of him. But 


John tortad 1 5 Ye yung, 1 nave need to-. aptized of thee. and 
72 itnou to me? aud fe Shs, 4 wy % Lal _ / un. alle r it T0 | 
Ho 10 mow: for thus it Veromes us. fo 00“ al! Ta ee on frefs. | Then tie 

wy oe 8 Ja ered 


33 
bn thoſe 401 came John the Bap :tiſt, preaching. in the wiltorneſs | 
9 ſudea, and faying. repent ye. for the kmydom of Heaven 15 at. 
hand. That. then went out to hum Jeruſ.lem. and all judea, 
and all the region round about Jordan, and were baptized of lum un 


a 5 Fl Pfui, N Br epreſentat ron of 1 


| Haft, Vim. Had Jeſus, when þ he was 5 wen! up f fraituey : 


out of the water, &c. 


- Here I Sbleryed our Lord did. not nd Ins Jann 1 A” | 
= and bantize him, but we nt. himſelf from Calilee to Jordan, 8 


the place where John was baptizipg; Ofler'd bimſe If as a 


Tub} ect. 


neſs it became him to ful6l, Jol! baptized him. and as 
Mark. exprelsly favs. ch. i. 9 * in Jordan: and from the 


| expreiion of his coming out of the water, I concluded it 


was. by immerſion. 


1 took notice of a difference Pete en this, and the „ 


mer account. Here was no preaching on John's part; 


no repentance required of, or confeſſed by our Lord Jeſus - | 


, previous to baptiſm: theſe the digni ity. and pu rity of his 


perſon rendered unneceſſary. He had the richeſt unction 
| of the Holy Spirit, and was holy, harmleſs, and undefiled. 
However 5 appeared With great zeal to engage in te 


duty; and I thought he ſpoke as the head of the church, 
and example of his people, when he 1 55 thus 1 it becomet! N 05 


10 > fu Ifl all righteouj} fs. | 


The next place I conſulted. was ; Matt. Xix. 13, 14. cor. 


p with Mark x. 13. and Luke xviii. 15. 

en were there brought wnto hum little children, that he - iouli bu 

hes hands on them and pray: and the diſciples rebuked them. But 

257 faid, fuſer little cluldren and forbid them not to come unto 
* for of fuch is the lin dom of Heaven, „ 


"This bad often heard quoted i in four of 9 Bap- ; 
tilm, and therefore tho' I did not find the word baptize im 


the text, I thought it deſerv'd a particular conhderation. 


And the firſt thing which came before me, was the defere 


of the parents or friends of thoſe children, or what they 
aimed at in bringing them to Chriſt; LT Y the Evangeliſt 


Matthew lays, it was that he ſhould put his hands on them and 


Jol, apprehenſive of his ſuperior glory, modeſt- 
ly reſufes. Our Lord inſiſts on it, as a part eu : 


: pray. Mark and Luke ſay, that he might touch them. Neither 


of them give the leaſt Hint as to 8 deſire or Rs 0 that | 


they might be baptized. 


I then conſider'd the conduft of our. Ta on 8 occa- 
ion; and the text ſays, he took them up in his arms, put has. 


"hand: on them, and blefjed them. Lis, and no more, our Lord 


did at this tin me, as 1 could find, BY . the evan- 


| pa 5 


This 7 


4 - 


* 


1 


. 


e 
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Tus led me to coniider the reuclance of the diſciples, 


: that theſe children ſhould be brought, and our Lord's dis- 
1 pleaſure ſignifed by his check of tem. ſuffer Cele lila ren 
o come undo Me. for of fuch 15 the kingdom of Heaven, | 
What the diſciples reaſon was for oppoling them, 18. not 8 
8 1 thought it could not be from an unuillinoneſs 


that infants ſhould be baptized. had that been the practice of 


Folin, or the known will of their maſter. This they could 


hardly be guilty of; nor does our Lord take the lenſt notice 


of it in his repioof : It's likely they were uncaly he fhoald 
: * interrupted ſrom attending to matters, they judged 1 
greater importance; but however this was, I found they 


1285 reproved, aud the reaſon given was, 
Of Jack 1s tire. kingdom of Heaven. | 
Here ! conſider 'd the kingdom of He aven.. muſt inten nd | the 


kingdom of grace, or of glory. 


And firſt, I began with the kingdom ot grace, 0 pre- hs 


ſently ſaw, that muſt either be the inviſible ehurch, or ge- 
neral aſſembly of the firit- born whoſe names are written in 


heaven, or particular churches conſtituted in — — or- 


der: for I could have no notion of a nalional church, un- 
der the Neu- Teſtament diſpenſation- Accor <dingly 1 
brought infants to each of theſe, endeavonting to come 
at the truth. As to the inv ilible church, conſiſting o ily, 
as could * of the election of grace. I thought wheth Op: 
all, or who among infants. are a. part of it, could be only 
g$ Known to God; and this being a watter wholly ee 
. 1 could not. ſee how it could! give them a right to: Baptifn. .*.--: 
As to particular churches, it did not appear that kante ns 
were (claimed or treated as members; nor could I underſtand 
their capacity ſor memberſhip, which ſeemed to he founded 
in the New Teſtament, on a declar d agrecinent of the ſaints | 
n principles and experience. | 


1 then coviider'd the da of 7 g ory, Loni ding Ig 


Ws beatific vil; and enjoyment of God. And here 1 
| preſenily founc my wiſhes out- run revelation; and in the 
iſſue was olige to leave inſants to the ſovereign mercy . 
of him who is the judge of the eart th, and will do nothing 
but what is right, Nor ould I ſee, on the ſuppoſition of 


their being all admitted that king: 10m, of which 1 2 


could find no ferepture farance. that their right to Dapt tim 
WW as evinced, without a ſhecial erder from the law giver of 


5 2 . | | tho 


| Grozon'd zn the depth: of the fea. %%%%%ͤͤͤ oo 5 
Here I comnar'd the expreſſions a” veceivin Chriſt, and 


8 . eden unto tlie end 9 of tie world. 


— 
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. 4 Plain Repreſentati on < 


the church, or r ſome neceſſary connection bets cen that ordi. | 
nance and etc rnal life. | | 


Muling on theſe things, 7 look? 4d; A littte kart 


up. of fach is the kingdom of e that 15, as our 7 or add. 


z 1 1 ſay unto you, whoſoever fre all not recei: e ke Ringe ECO of God | 


a little chil, he fall not enter e or as Luke 138 it; 2% 11 


wife enter therein. | | | 5 
It row appear'd, that our Lord” was . of tae tem- 
” and not merely of perſons of children; and what greatly 
confirm'd me, was a parallel paſſage Matt. xviii. 2, g. Ji. 


9 33 x 


Tus called a Little child and fet him in the md ſt 1 them, and aid, 
verily I fay unto you, except ve be converted, and become as little 
chil Iren. ye faall not enter into the kingdom of heaven, And adds, 


Livy 


whoſoever ago. ſhalt hum} mnſelf as this liths chi 70, the fare 


2s the greatef? in the hin gd of Heaven: And whofo hall receive 
one ſus 12710 chill in my nam? receiveth mes. And aao ever ſhall 


—— —ä— 1 


ofend one of - theſe t tt ones which beneve in nie, it were better Tor - 
Tum, that a milſtone were hang'd abo: ut hs neck, ns tnat he 7 


76 avins one of theſe little ones, making proſeil, 108 of has 


dame, and the little ones beleoins in him, with the dreadfnl _ 
na' ure of the threatning in offending them; and I could 

not ſee how theſe could be applicable to mere infants, but 
Were all well adapted to younger or weaker chriſtians. 
Upon the whole. after the ſtricteſt ſearch, I could ITY | 


in theſe texts nothing relating to Bapt: m. Nor could 1 


= me ly thinking. had it been the intention of our T ord. that 


— 1 a Ia hay: 7 
found the af 1culty removed, and the expreiton cloare 4 


« 4 
1 
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vere : 1 


infants ſhould be baptized, he would! have omitted the _ 


| practice. or ſome diſcourſe about it, on occalions which 8 

ſeemed ſo naturally to lead him to it. „ 1 

FPailing of my hop ol for di 5 of infant Baptiſm here, 1 

5 1 paſtened tothe 1 
= Commiſſion recorded Matt. xx. „iii. 18, 19, 20. compard 
: weit! > Mark xvi. 15, 16. 5 


AG power is given to me in Heaven and” in earth. 60 ye there: 5 
Dore and teach all nations, baptizing them 1 in the name of the Father, 


and of the Son, and. of the Holy Ghoſt. Teachins them to ovferve al | 


things, eat ſoever T have command! your And b I em with, youu 


5 Struck 


cy >» 


„ 


[1 


1 e 
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Ne G ce of Bop: 2 : 7 5 


Struck 8 with, ths ſupreme authority of a rifen Jeſus, con- 
"ch led from bop ſolemnity of the W it muſt be a 


Ye! * V ονν aſi Front, to Gd. der, or take Guay from the e 
L 


common] ment, And with a mind, I truſt, roflelled with 
| into a meditation on the 
| n | Eft ere Fi Ee bl tlie PETIOL S.C! harged W: tn the com- 
„ mi tñon, were the apoſtles Who, notwithitar ding. emi- 
nence of their charaQzr, and peculiars of their after unc- 
tion, Were not to make, bait Hilf and exhlain the. "lawn Gt 
-Chriit;: That; and op y that, which they recaiv ed of the 
Lord, were they to declare to the church. And from the 


re erence of. hie male 4 8 \ 


& 


nature of the duty en care and the reach of the promiſe 
even to the en of { the worl :, 1 judged « all Goſpel e to ve 


included in the commillion. 
Ihe duty enjoined, or lers ice to be performed, was 0 
*each and baptize. 5 
Or, as 1 underſtood it, to make Atti les by reachinig (for 
= could not a of any Other Way} and then to e 5 
5 them. | | | 
The . of inſtrudtion and Bapt? iſm, > nations,” 
or as Mark has it, all the worl7, and every. creature, Gentiles, - 
ds well as Jews; not every indir idual, for the abſardity of | 
4: that was moſt glaring; ; but ſuch as were capable of receiv. e 
ing the doctrin e, and making « profeſcon ot 1 it, in oder to 
5 Lay t n. ET. 


le time of f haptiving, accord: ng to the. e range lig er, . 
. fee med to he when tney belie ed; or as Matthew. has it, 
hen they were taught or made diſciples, And the munner 
in which, when I contidered the principal, moſt common 
and natut ral ſenſe of the word Bapti n, with the uſe of it in 
John's Ba tiſm, appeared t to me to be by immerſion: And I. 
was the more confirmed in this, from oſin's chuting a place - 
to baptige in, where there was much water, John 111, 23. 
I tried. and tried again, to bring in infants under the gene- 
ral term of all nations; but Mark's believeth and is baptized, with 
Matthew's teaching them to obſerve whatſoever I have com- 
manded vou, obliged me to conclude it muſt be confined to 
the „ 5 
Thus far the” pelle FEY to ki” on he fide of th 
5 Antipzdobay ptiſts; but having determined, when I ſet out, 
to examine the whole evidence, I purſued the enquiry, 4 5 
| being thoroughly ſatisfed that the ee could not on | 
| = take 


=_ - = . - ; 
r — A: — 


— — —-—y — — — 
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take thats walter; 1 thought if I was en in my 2 2ppre- 
henſion of his will, in the commiſſion, I ſhould be ſet 
right by their conduct. I began with Peter's ſermon, 2 i. 


The point the. apoſtle aimed at, I found in Feile 


hs herefore lt all the houſe of Iſrael Lady: efuredly, that God hat: 
made that ſame Jeſus, whom you crunfeed, both Lord and Chrife.. In-. 
this he aflerts the glory of the perſon crucified; he wass 
e of all; and charges them directly with Me murder; == 
_ had crucified, or with wicked wad had ſlain him. 
I he effect was, They were pricked in the heart, and crisd out. 
mien and brethren, what all we do? Upon which, Peter Ja un- 
to them, repent and be baptized every one of you, in the name of Ffus 
_ Chriſt, for the remiſſion of fins, and ye ſhall receive the oft of the 


Holy 6 hoſt. For the f promi fe 2 25 unto you, and to your chald ren, and 


to all that are afar of, even as many as the Lord our God fhall call. 
It is added, verſe 41. Then they that gladly received his word were 

_ baptized, and the fame day were added to them, about three thou ng | 
Hus. And they continued in the Apoftle's doctrine and fellow/? fe 25. 
and in breabing of bread, and in brayers, And verſe Pi Av. bias 
believed were together, and had all things common, &c. 


Here I obſerved how Peter underſtood his commiſion: he 1 


"begun with preaching or teaching waiting for the ſucceſs of 
His labour. Nor did I find a word of Baptiſm, till they 
were pricked in their hearts; then indeed, and not before, he 
= ſays, repent and be babtized, mM the name of the Lord Feſus; which 
I underſtood after this manner: If you are indeed grieved, 
and aſhamed of your conduct towards this Jeſus whom you 
have crucified: If you are convinced »by the Spirit of Cod. 
he is the promis 'd Meſſiah, the great Redeemer, and King . 
of his church, and have a fiducial dependance on him for 
 Aalvation; then you are to be baptized in his name, and 
may hope for a comfortable evidence in your Baptiſm, af”: 
the remiſſion of your fins,” and that you ſhall receive the 
gift of the Holy Ghoſt. And for their encouragement adds, 
For the promiſe is to you, and to your chiuren, and to all that are 
7 off, even as many as the Lord our God. frall call. „ 
Now thought the evidence of childrens kahn to > Bay: 
: tif began to open, eſpecially as I had of en heard this verſe 
mentioned as an inconteſtable proof of it. But being wil 
ling to ſee with my own eyes, I conſidered what this pro- 
miſe might be; the text indeed [ found if not t wholly lent, 


yet e 


It mul 


lle Ordvimice of Bop! . FE 9 


yet ne t direfily expreſlive; but on cloſe reflection, 1 thought: 
L 
C C1 ther, 


10 


wall nations ſhould bo pleffed; or 


or the remiiion OL 1 ins for his ſake; or of the gift of the 


Holy Ghoſt. 
Accordingly I brow ht infants 0 Lich of theſe: and pre- 


| ſently f law as to the frſt, the great honour which was done 


to the iets and their offspring, that Chriſt ſhould be allied 


to them accor ding to the fleſh; but found no reaſon to con- 
clude, that all Abraham's natural children, were the children 
of the promiſe, as to the ſpiritual part of it; nor could I 
. how the general promiſe of the Meſſiah, as the ſeed of 
Abraham, could give them a right to Baptiſm, if 1 impenitent 
| and uncall d, any more than the Gentiles, or thoſe afar off. 


As to the promiſe of the remiſſion of firms: I faw not how 


"this could be claim d, but by behevers. And as to the gift ok 
--: The - A1 Ghoſt, if it was of the ſame kind with what had 1 
been lately pour'd d out on the Apoſtles, the thing ſpoke. or 

itlelf; there was no room to expect it in a ſtate of infancy. _ 
5 Ey e children, then, I apprehended muſt be meant their 72 . 
form, when called, and then I could cally apply the promite 


to them, in any or all of the foregoing ſenſes. 
Upon the whole I found, Peter pre each'd, 
The people reponted, and glad Ty. received the word— 


2 were N d.-: 


added t. to the © 8 ö 
and walked in fellowſhip, 


| and encouragement was given to their offspring, that 1 
the lame exterience. or when call) d,. they might look for the, 
_ fame privileges. | 
| 1 could not but think, Had IR, Apoſtle onde to > ex- | 

. preſs their right as Inte to Baptiſm, it was ftrange, very _ 
range, that no notice ſhould be taken, either the den or after- 1 


wards, of the adminiſtration of it. 


and women, 


Here I found hs Evangeli it 8 with the Apoltle, . 
both keeping s cloſe 1 to tae * commillio Philip begins with 
| | po | | Freaching 


be | _ 
: Ihe 81 reat promiſe of tlie Meffiah, as the ſeed of Hiraham, 


The next account t of Laptiln [ met with, V. vas Ads viii. 
But * they k Deueoe Philip, peeing the tones concerning the 


| anden 6 of God, and ble name 1 F . they were baptized. both men 


— 


- CO <7 Oe — ate * da ͤ—a— 
* - * * * eg” n * 
— 7 5 Fore ” RR 


6 And I could not help: obſerving the ne ©Cullarity of tl e phra- 
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preaching the goſpel, or the things concerning "the "hin don 7” 7 
God, and the name of Clift. 1 e „le believed; and whin 


they did ſo, and not before, aptized them. And they 


Are ſaid to be men and women; 2 a phraſe J took to be exgref. 


five of the extent, and limitation of the ordin; pd Bi ot men. 


only, but men and women; no: men, women and children, | 
but men and women only, | 


And, indeed, 1 thought It con id net be eee 
perſonal faith, and a profeſſion of it, were prereqai 180 60 


Bap tiſm: And theſe I found were inſiſted 55 6 this evan- 


' 


5 celiſt, in the caſe of the eunuch, recorded in the! lame chap. 
ber: The account of which ſtands thus; . N 


Verſes 26, 277 28, 1 | 1 5 55 
Te angel of the „ Lord ſpare unto F 22 ſaying, anfe and ; go to- 
ward the fouth, &c. and he aroſe and Went, and | WW d a man or 


5 Ethiopia, an eunuch, &c. had come to Ferufate: ein for to worſhip, was 


returning, and fitting i in his chariot, read E faias the prophet, Tien 


_ the Spirit ſaid unto Philip, go near and join thy felf to this chariot.” 

15 Aud Philip ran thither to hom. and beard tam read the prophet E. 
Alias, and faid, under ſtandeſt thou what thou readeft? And he ſaid, J 

m can I, exceßt ſome man guide me? and he defired Phil bp that he | 

would come up and fit. with him, The plire of feripture which he 


7” read was this, he was led as a ſheep to the flaughter, &c. The eu- 


auch anſwered Philip, and faid, 1 pray thee of whom hae the Fro. 6 


by Phet this, &c. Then Plulip we his mouth, and began at. ty e 3 
5 feripture, and. preached unto lam J. fr; is; and as they went on ther | 
way, they came to à certain water; and the eunuch faid, foe here i 


water, what doth. hinder me to be b. tg? And Pfalip faid, i, 7 


| belizoeſt with all thine heart, thou may ſt... And he «ſer and 
aid, I believe that Jeſuas Chrift is the Son of God,——— _ he CO. 
manded the chariot to ſtand fel; and. they went down” beth into the 


1 boil Phulip and the eunucn, 7 he baptized |, hams; and WH: 


they were come up cut of the water, init of the Lord caught away 


Philip, and te eunuch Jay; hin no more: and fie went on "his Way 


Fecal 10g 


Tuts e to me to be 2 plat and expre: ev „ 
of the ſubjects and mode of Baptiln. _ Phaliþ begins With 


8 es Or preaching Chriſt as a Saviour, and a Sovereign. 
The eunuch deſires to be baptized: Prilip inliſts on a con 


fe ſſion of his faith, The eunuch gives him ſatisfaction 


they both go out of the chariot, and Ph ap baptizes him: 


5 


28 * 
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les; they w went down both into the water, both Philip and the 


cunuch; and when they were cone up out of the water, Sc. 
which ſtrongly impreſſed my mind, that the baptiſm of the 
cunuch was by immerſion, and mult be deſigned to deſcribe 
ſomething more than barely going to the hide or brink of 


the Water. 


The next inſtance of Baptiſm was that of Oornlie re- 


: corded As x. 


And of him it is Kai verſe 2. he: was a ee man, and 
bc that feared God with all his houſe. Which I underſtood not 
ol mere babes, if he had any; but of thoſe who were in 
ſome meaſure grown up, capable, under a divine influence, 
of forming ſome apprchenſions of the glory of God, and 


their obligations to revere and ſerve him. 


By the direction of an angel, he ſends for Peter „ 

ro 1 with preaching; God owns his miniſtry; the Holy ry 

Shoſt falls on all thoſe which heard the word; and Peter 

A aſks, can any man forbid water, that theſe ſhould not be baptized, 
JO which have received. the Holy Gho Fl as well as we? And he commanded 

X75 them to be baptized. = 

Heere I found the ton Ariaty 3 and: kept 5 

5 up to, and an exact conformity with the forementioned in- 

= Hances of Baptiſm: and comparing the expreſſions of fearme. 

od with all hs houſe, verſe 2. and their recciv ing the bhe gift 


wil thoſe who believed in the Lord Feſus, mentioned chap. xi. 


| verſe 17. I law no reaſon to. ſuppoſe: that infants. were of. 
\ that number 5 5 
This led me to conſider th 1e converbion 15 Ba ie ol 


Lydia, of whom we read, Ag xvi. 14. that the was a ſeller 


5 of purple, of the city of Thyatira, who ee God, and heard 1 
the apoſtle; whoſe heart the 1, ord opened, that fhe attended unto Cy 


die things which were blen of Paul; and 0 baptized, and. her 
| houfhold, 


ee 2 on ht there. DN 2 be i no 0 dhe w "2 5 
ce believed before ſhe was baptized; the text allerting that 


. the worſhipped God, and that the Lord opened her heart. 


As to her houthold: what it enn of, is not faid; nor e 
is any notice taken of her huſband, if ſhe had any; all that 


appeared to me, from a careful examination of the account 


Lo Wah that ſhe was not at home, or in the place of her com- 
- 320n reſidence; that {he came to ſell her purple. had a 


bouſe for that purpote. and probab ty fer. ants to alliſt her 
5 „„ an 


was, that the perſons the apoſtle. found in Lydia 


to 
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in her trade; nor could I ſee it altogether conſiltent witli 


prudence, to bring a family of young chi Idren, if ſhe had 
any, into the hurries of bulineſs, 


Upon che whole, I thought it might 1 ſuch A hands a8 


Cornelis had; who. if they did not fear God before, were 


converted by the apoltle s miniſtry. and baptized with their 
miſtreſs. And what greatly tended. to confirm me in this, 


x Houle... 
when he entered into it. are called brethren, and were con- 


fortes by him; which cannot be ſaid of infants: as alſo the 


account of the converſion of. the jaylor and | 118 family, con- + 


tained in the ſame chapter, * ee 0 26, 
as follows: 


At mid b Paul ET” Silas prayed, Kc. Sudde ly this was a erent | 


earthquake, ECT Re keeper of the þrifon would have killed himfelſ. 


27% Oe. w mich 18 


17 Paul cried with a loud vouce, ſaying, do thyſelf no harm. Ihe 


heet "off i called 


Fejus Chriſt, and thou alt be faved, and thy houſe. _ And they : 


ale unto him the word of the Lord, and to all that were in has houſe,” 
And he took them the fame hour of the night, and waſhed ther firpes, } 
and was bablized, he and all M ftraightway. And when he kad." 


orought them into his hou e, lie Jet t meat b fore them, and rejoiced, be- 
kes in Cod with all hug, nouſe. 


he fact here 1 thought ond bos The eter. index 


1 


tn Cat of ſtrong convictions, cries out, what muſt Ido 
be faved? The apoſtle anſwers, believe on the Lord Je- 
tus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved, and thine houſe; that 


18, as 1 underſtood it, if they belle ve alſo: upon Which they 


L tpake unto him the ward of the Lord, and to all that were 5 
in his houſe. And God ble fling his ward to the ja 


his family, they believed, Were batized, and ve joꝛiced. 


This led me to conſider What 18 ſaid of COrefpus and the Co. - 15 


hin; Akts XViii. 8. 


And Cr us the chief ruler * the 8 belivvalt on | he * b 


doit all Ins houſe: and mary of = the Coranthians, learing, believed, = 
and were babtized, 


Here I found the maſter yy TY the 1 8 HY þ 


that the Corinthians heard, Fi PO] and were baptized —And as 
| hearing and bel lieving are 


; mentioned Hexion to the ba- 
_ ding 5 


ed for. a lig lit, aud ſprang 3 in, and came trembling, ant 
Adocon 17255 Paul and Stlas, and brought them. out, and "ſaid. 


1750 what muſt I do to be Javed? And they ſaid, believe on the Lord 


ylor and 
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— " 


. = tiving of: the Keri 1 concluded it w as equ- ally fo, in 


the inſtance of Cyi pus and his houſe. 
The laſt inſtance 1 met with, w as in 1 Corinth. i. 14, ” 


{4 16. which ſpeaks of the baptizing the houſe of Gtehtanas. 
4 thank God, 7 baptized none of you, but Criſpus and Gaius; teſt 
any one ſioul l fay, that J had Caplized. in mane OWN na be, 4d 5 
| baptized alſo the. houfhol4 of Stephanas, Sc. | 
What this houthold was I gathered from the Kitt 5 | 
1 and 15th verſe, Where the apoſtle ſays, I befeech yor, 3 | 

to know th? houſe of Stephanas, that 1t 1s 'the firſt ſuits of Ac! 

and that they have addified themſeloes to the mimnſtry of the 2 58 — 
Whence 1 thought they could not be infants, but belicvers 
an Chriſt, converted and bapti ized by the apoitle; or they 


could hardly be called Art fruits, and be ſaid to addict then. 


7 


ſelves to the miniſtry of the faints: whether we underſtand 


it of their relieving r wants, or preaching. the evert. It. 
5 ing 8 goſpel. :- | | | 


Me} ing thus gone through the biltory: of Baptin as ad- 
miniſter 'd- by the apoſtles, I proceeded to conhider the ac- 
1 count they g give of th ie meaning or ip viritual delign of it; and 

with this view compared Rom. vi. . with Col. ii. 124 


Know ye not, that. 2 many of. 1 as wore baptt: 2ed T Fefus Chrit, 


were ba v tiaed into his death. IRerefore tue are buried with him by 
baptiſin into death: that like as Chr oft was vai fed up from the dead 5 
by the glory of the Father, even fo we alſo Jnoutd walk 1 in ner tone e of 
Ife. For if we have been planted together in the likeneſs of has death, 
: ane ſhall be aljo in the likeneſs of Ins reſurrection, . lit Our 
old man 1s crucifed, &c. And in Coco. [ found tl the ſame me- 


taphor kept up: Buried with hum in ba bit fm, wherein 440 9e 


vi ſen with him through the faith of the oper, Aton of God. 5 
In forming a judgment of the delign of the Hol ly Choſt 


zn theſe paſſages, 1 thought it neceſlary to coniider r lirſt the 


deſcription, or character 'of the perſons baptiz &; - and the 
are ſaid, ver. 11th, to be circum fed” with the: Croun rct fron Made 
_ without hands: . which I knew not how to interpret fo well 
of any thing, as the renewing influences of the Holy Ghoſt; 
agagrecable to which they are further repre ſented as the ſub- 
Jjects of that ſeith, wich ib the operation of God; Or as it is In . 
where called precious faich, and ihe faith of God's elect, 


Ri. i. 


Ihe metaphor cam e mer unter Seide d e They 5 
| 1 | Ep ET were: 


mY — - — — Le —— 2 4 I "ET — * * 
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were buried with Chriſt in baptiſm, This 4 Mich bet- 
ter to anſwer to immerſion, than ſprinkling or pouring- | 
and ſuppoſing the faith mentioned might refer to their being 


buried as well as riſing; this I thought might be the mean- 


” ing of their being planted into the lheneſs of Chriſt's deat „e That 
as in the ordinance of the ſupper, there is a believing memo-. 
rial of Chriſt's love in his ſuflerings and death; fo in baptiſm, 


155 the ſaint, by an eye of faith, is called to attend: to his conde- * 


ſcenſion when impriſoned in the grave, and his glory as a 
conqueror in breaking the bands of dcath: In each of 
5 which he ſuſtained the character of the ſurety of the cove- 


5 5 nant, and head of the body. And as the actions of break-- 


ing the bread, and pouring out the wine, are expreſſive of _ 

his agony and death; the immerſion, and rifing of the per- 
ion baptized, might refer to his burial and reſurrection. LY 
1 then proceeded to examine 1 Cor. vii, 14. a text I had 


- often heard quoted as proving, if not in direct terms, „„ 
dy juſt conſequence, the right of infants to baptiſm. Ihe 


words are, For the unbelieving huſband is ſandtiſied by the wife. 


der e unbelicving wife is fanflified by the liuband: fe were rg 
children unclean, but now they are holy. 


I began with the occaſion of the words, and ld find 


nothing relating to . yes in the context. An affair evi- 1 


dently of another kin employed the 8 of the apoſtle; 


t Wit, the neceſſity or expediency of attending to the 1 3 


ties of the marriage relation, where one was a convert, and 


15 the other an mfidel, This I thought Was the point in view. : 1 = 
And) it ſtands determined, that the 0 ife i is not to depart, nor 


the huſband to put her away; unleſs ſome other circumſtances 
mould render it neceſſary and warrantable. 


And to remove the ſcruple of a tender bite, i it 1s 3 — Þ- 


that the unbeliever is ſanctified by the behever; by which, N 
I could not underſtand an internal ſpiritual purity of mind, 8 
this being the work of the Divine Spirit: But as every 


thing elſe, ſo the marriage relation is ſanctified to the be- 


liever, by the word of God and prayer, The 1 Ignorance or. en- 5 
mity of the infidel. would not render the ſaint's conſcienti- 


ous and faithful diſcharge of his duty leſs neceſſary or ac 


copta ble. 


And to inforce his 0 af. ah contin” 


+0gether, the apoſtle adds, elſe were . children "LR, but 
1970 they ga c holy. | - 


| Here 
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Here I conſidered, how children may be ſaid to be un- 
"clean; and 1 thought they all are ſo by nature, being ſhapen i in 
iniquity, and conceived in fin, The guilt and pollution of which, 
can only be removed by the blood of Chriſt, and the power 
of the Holy Ghoſt. And as to this I could ſee no diffe- 


rence between the ſeed of believers, and others; 
concluded under fin, and by nature children of wrath,” 


I then remembered to have heard, that all out: tot the 110% : 
of the Jewiſh church were unclean, as oppoſed to that holi- _ 


neſs which is attributed to the w hole congregation of frat, 


and that ſuch uncleanneſs attends the children of uncon- 
verted Gentiles now: But conſidering Peter's viſion, in which 
he is forbid to call that common which God had clean ſed. That 


tie middle wall of partition is broken down. That in regenera- 
tion, or the new man, there is neither Greek, nor 


| e the hots: 1 thought the affair ſettled. by u the apo- 5 

. tle being wholly matrimonial; it was highly probable, the 
uolane /s and uncleanneſs were of the fame: kind; or related to 8 

3 apparent legitimacy or illegitimacy. . . 

Nor could I ſee: on the ſuppoſition af an 3 * of z 

| holineſs derived to an infant from a believing parent, that 
We are to conclude its right to baptiſm without a Frei * 


b rection from the lawgiver of the church. 


Ipis led me to conlider the apoſtle's account of 1 
| Rom. iv. 11, 12, 13. as the father of all them that believe though = 
they be not circumciſed. and that the promi ſe is of faith, that it mi; tht. ET 
be by grace, to the end that it mght be ſure to all the feed; not 46. 
that 6xly which is of the law, but to that alſo which is of the faith of 
Abraham, who is the father of us all, And that he received the gn 


Rp f circumciſion, a feal 5h the e ca f yu, which he had vet 


being uncircumciſed, 


This I found pal RT inte on to prove that Ara: 8 
1 1 s covenant was the covenant of grace—T hat a 


his ſeed were the believing Gentiles, and their offspring ; 


and that as Abraham's children were circumciſed, the chil- 


| dren of believers ſhould be . 


all are 0 


Jew, circumciſion 
nor unc c]ciſi wn, Barkdvia: Scythian, bond nor free, but Chrift 


s all and in all, Remembering the peculiars of the Jewiſh 8 
church, as hereditary and national, are now utterly ſet ade, I 
could lee er no more uncleannels i in one infant than mn ano- 


part of 


155 To 


* 
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7 To come at a certainty in this matter, 1 Wache l It ak 
be proper, carefully to enquire what the covenant was 
which God made with Abraham; the duties required, ang - 
TE privileges to be enjoyed under it; the perſons intereſted in 
it, and manner of conveying and lignifying that intereſt, _ 
The covenant I found at large in the 17th of Genefes, and it 
appear ed to me to be of a peculiar kind; ſome things belong- ” 
ing to Abraham in his perſonal charakter, as that he ſhould 5 
have a numerous poſterity; that kings ſhould deſcend from 
bim; the making over the land of Canaan to him; and hdd 


particular honour of being the father of the Meſſiah accord- 


ing to the fleſh, This part of the covenant I thought di- 
tinguiſhable from the covenant of grace; for I could nek 
but ſee he might have all theſe, without any ſpecial relation 

to God as a child But when God promiſes to be his God, to 
bleſs him, and that in his feed all the families of the earth ſhould E 
_ btefſed; 1 looked upon theſe to be promiſes as expreſſive of 
privileges of - — —.— and more valuable kind than Oy of 
£2 the 8 : . 
And as the covenant appeared Hs 1 to "be: 1 1 mixt 8 
ture, and the bleſſings diſtinét; ſo I found his ſeed to be 
deſcribed very differently i in ſcripture: Sometimes intend. 
ing all his natural children; ſometimes the her ſon of Chriſt on- 
ly; and here, and in other places, all een offspri ing, | 
whether Jews or Gentiles. 1 
As to his children, who were only 8 after the fleſh; ä 
nad their outward advantages; but not as 1 could ſee the 
| bleſſings of the covenant of ATAce, 5 
As to Chrilt, it did not appear any bleſſing was 3 ed : 
from Abraham to him; but on the contrary, Abraham receive _ 
ed the bleſſing in and from the Meſſiah, his root as well as 
offspring. And as to his ſpiritual ſeed, they were all, Wwhe- 
ther Jews Or Gentiles, e with bim of the fame Faith | 

_ and ſalvation. . 

Circumciſion 1 thought to be a Een or + badge of {eps ra. 

tion to the Jews in common, as diſtinguiſhed from the Cen- 


8 


tiles, and perhaps of regeneration to his ſpiritual. ſeed; but 

i conveyed, as 1 could ſee, no ſpiritual bleſſing to either. 
And I thought, if the Bantiſm of infants under the golpel, 
was to be argued from circumciſion, the apoſtle would Cer- 
tainly have given {ome hint of it; whereas his diſcourſe is 

5 confined to behev ers, without a word e of their children. 


Tha? 


” — — * 
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1 hat e was a le al of the riohteouſneſs of faith 


to o Abraham, is indeed aſſerted; but that it was to his natural 
ſeed, I could form no idea of ; at leaſt till they had, by 


| Faith, a v ew of the ſame rig zhteoulneſs, by which Abrahon: 
| the ir father was juſtified. 


: ON nd the apoltle ſeemed to enn the whole matter, Roms | 
*. 5. 6, 7, 8. They are not all Iſrael which are of Iſrael, "neither 


ec Qu ſe they are the feed of Abraham, are they all claldren; that is 
5 42 witch are the children of the fleſh, theſe are not the children of 


d, but the children of the pronafe are counted for the feed, Now ]- 


5 e if this was Is of the natural ſeed of Abraham, : 
a believer, certainly it could be no leſs lo of the offspring 


of Gentile a Bra; +: 
As to the privileges of hs Jews above the Centiles, the 


apoſtle 1 is expreſs, that unto them fertained the adoption, and 
_ the glory, and the Covenants, and the giving of the law, and the er. : 
vice of God, and the promi}e g and that from them, as concerning 
_ the feſt, © hiſt came, who is over all, God bleſſed for ever, Rom. 


ix. 4, 5. Or agreeable to what he before had ſaid, when 


Pang 7 the queſtion, what advantage then hath. the Jew; or what. 


5 9 5 1s there in circuntiſion F He anſwers, mucl i every ways whe 


'y becauſe unto them were committed the orarles of God. : 
So that it evidently : appeared the church of the Jews had 


its glory; but as the ſame apoſtle tells us, 2 Cor. Iii. 10, 11, 
this was as no glory, if compared. with the glory which excelleth. - 
For if that which was done d y was olorious, much more tat 
which remainetl 7s plorious, . That is, as I m nderſtood it. allt--- 
the carnal: part of. Teiwiſh glory was {wallowed up, EIS Aut. 
terly {ct alide by the mpli city, {ſpintuality, and liberty =— 
the goſpel di iſpenſation; and as it was formerly, All were not 


Iirae!, which were of Iſrael; fo now he is not a Jew, which 15 


one outwardly, neither ig that arcumcafion, which is outwardly in the 


16 (4 


Hirſh: but he 15 4 Tew, which is one inwardly, and circumiciſion 16 a 
tat of the heart, in tie ſpirit, and not in the letter, who 8 18 
not of men, but of God, Rom. ii. 28, | | 


then proceeded. to conſider the Ke of the: Jews, 8 


dhe taking in of the Centiles, recorded Rom. xi. 15, 16. in 
Which, though there is no expreſs mention of Baptiſm, or 
of the Baptiſm of Infants, yet I found commonly produced 
as declarative of a federal holineſs, conveyed from parents 


to children; in conſequence of wh! ich they: mmght, yea . 


to be e 


| The | 


as 5 4 Plain Reprojtaton f 


The word of the text . 
= If the Arſt. fruits be holy, the lump i is 40% eb; ana N the root be 
05 fo are the branches; and if ſome of the branches be broken. off, _ 
and thou being a wild olive-tree wert graffed in among them, and 
with them partakeſt of the root and fatneſs of the olive. tree, db 5 
That converted Gent:tes ſtand on a level With believing | 
Jews, 1 had already ſeen. That the peculiar ſorm of the 
Jewiſh church was aboliſhed at the death of Chriſt, I found F|þ 
generally acknowledged; that being the a arms which was 
to be done away, to make room for that which was to remain: 
ſo that I could not tell how to conceive of the Golpel | 
church incorporated with the Jewiſh, they being always 
repreſented as diſtinct, or dillinguilhable the one from the 7 
ther. „ | | 
By the root then I underſtood | thy ham <0 the. 7 ROY L 
= ches his natural of spring. By the wild er the Gentil es 
in a natural ſtate; Who upon receiving the grace of God 
became the ſpiritual branches of Abraham the father of the _ 
faithful; and were equally intereſted with his believing na- 
_ tural branches, in all the ſpecial privileges of the covenant | 
| of "ir AO 5 
e thought to be the molt rl le of the text, ES 
4 nor could I ſee how this could have any relation to Bap- = 
tim, whether of the adult or infants. „„ 
Ihe next reference to Baptiſm 1 found 1 Cor. K. „„ 
would not that you fhould be ignorant, how that all our fathers were _ 
under the cloud, and all paſſed through the fea, and were e al . 5 
; unto Moſes, in te cloud, and in the fea. * . 
Io underſtand this, 1 thought it proper to enquire into | 
the Fact, as recorded by Mot hic h PE ought would give 
| light to the alluſion. N 
And in Exod. xiv. 19. we are old” the Klar of the cloud 
— from before the face of the Iſraelites, and food behind them: 
that ꝛt came between the camp of the Egyptians and the camp of If- 
rael, and it was a cloud and darkneſs to the one, and gave ligiit U 
nighit to the other, And the Lord cauſed the fea to go back by ” 
ftrong eaſt wind al! that might, and made the fea din land; and tie 
cſuldren of Urael went into the ni. aft of the fea upon the dry ground, 
and the waters were a wall. unto then, on their git hand 1 
„ 
: \.. ere I fond. that N of the cloud . was next to 
the Iraelites was bright, clear, and comfortable; 1 ; 
„ a 
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leaft intimation of rain falling upon them, The ſea was 


made dry ground, and the waters were a wall unto them, on 
the right hand, and on the left; ſo that I concluded, the 
term baptized muſt refer to their fituation in the midſt of the 

ſea, encompaſſed by theſe walls, and attended with the 

cloud, rather than to any water coming out of the one, or 
ſprinkling daſhings from the other; Which muſt have been 
| rue troubleſome, to ſuch a body of people in their march; 
and, 

ſtanding in, and coming out of the ſea on dry ground, 


as I thought, inconliſtent with the account of their 


This brought me to the laſt place of ſcripture, which 


ſpeaks directly of the nature and meaning of the ordinance _ 
of Baptiſm, 1 Pet. iii. 21, 22. The long-fuffering of God waited = 


in the days of Noah, while the ark was preparing: wherein few, that 
25, erght ſouls were ſaved by water, The like figure whereunito, even 


; Baptiſm, doth alſo now fave us, (not the putting away the filth of ; 


f * 
8 
4 fr. - K 


the fleſh, but the an ſwer of a good con ſcience towards God) by the re- Y 


Here it appeared, that there were ſome circumſtances at- 


. tending the ark, and the ſalvation of Noah and his family 
by water, which were figurative or typical of Baptiſm. 
And when I examined the account as given by Moyes, Gen. 


vii. I found it ſtood thus: The ark was God's contrivance 


and appointment, and it was a large hollow veſſel, in which 
| Noah and his family, and the creatures with him, were for 


when the fountains of the great deep were broken up, and 


a time as it were buried; and eſpecially this was the caſe, _ 


the windows of heaven were opened, and they in the 


midſt of that deluge, which deſtroyed all the reſt of the 


world. This appeared to me to anſwer to immerſion in 


| Baptiſm; and I could not think the Holy Ghoſt would s 
| fer us to the water of a flood, as a type of a little quantity of 


that element, made uſe of when poured or ſprinkled on the 


face of an infant. And as Noah and his family were faved _ 


1 by water; the believer is ſaved by Baptiſm, not efficaciouſly : 


or meritoriouſly, but declaratively and inſtrumentally. In 
the profeſſion of his faith, he declares his entrance into 
Chriſt as the ark of ſalvation; and his Baptiſm is a lively _ 


Tepreſcitation of the burial and reſurrection of him, WhO : 


died ſor his offences, and roſe again for his juſtification. 
5 And as Roa built the ark, and entered into it in obedi- 


ence to the command of God; the believer is baptized from 


5 


A prin- 
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20 4 Plain Repreſentation, Se. 
FEM principle of con ſcience towards God; yea, a good, that! is, «3 
wn; thought, an enlightened, renewed ONIONS: - 


| Having thus gone through the ſeripture account Lot the 
_ Ordinance of Baptiſm; I found myſelf obliged to conclude 
the ballance was greatly on the fide of adult behevers, as 
the only declared ſubjetts; and of plunging or e 
28 the, only mode of that facred inſtitution, 8 


1 watt 1 Gat. many / -podly and. learned perſons 


| thought otherwiſe; but not daring to call any man maſter 


on carth, and remembering the account I muſt ſhortly we 


to him, who ſaid, thus at becometh us to fulfit all righteouſneſs; 1 


determined to comply with my duty; and, on the cloſe?. 


| reflection, have ſeen no reaſon to repent of it. 
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Mr. RUTHERFORD: 


Convictions and Exerciſes of Mind. 


RESPECTING. 


r INVALIDITY. 


OF 


177 N F 4 * T- B A 7 7 T's . 


FNHRISTIANITY is a Divine Revelation, not only 
calculated for the beſt purpoſes, namely, the glory 


of God, the encouragement of linners, and the con- 


folation of Tjrael; but is in all reſpects ſtrictly confiſtent and 85 


truly important; nor can it be atherwiſe, ſeeing God is 


its aner, object, and end. Therefore, if our religious 


renounce them. 
In two ſermons I publiſhed 3 in. 17 58, on 3 Baptifnn 


II have ſpoke my mind pretty freely, reſpecting the mode 
and ſubjects of baptiſm; but having been ſome time ago of © 
"Ml @: different judgment, ſhall give a brief account of the be- 
ginning of my ſcruples about the validity of infant. bap- | 


tilm—my exerciſe of mind durin; g the inquiry—the oppoti- 


tion I met with when eee ee the manner of my 


becoming acquz ainted with, and joining the Rape. 


D 2» | _ was 


principles exactly coincide. with the holy ſcriptures, we. | 
need not ſcruple to declare them; and if at any time ther, 
appear contrary to that only: Tule, let us not be aſhamed to 


22 Ensertiſes of Mind reſpecling the 

I was born i in the North of England, and educated in the 
Preſbyterian perſuaſion, in which 1 was not more firi& than 
unchar itable, eſteeming that church the pureſt upon carth, 
and concluding all other denominations in a dark and un- 
ſaſe ſtate, But when intruſions “ became frequent in Scot- 
land, I determined to look more narrowly: into the conſti- 
tution of the church; and after as clo”. and impartial a 


time admit, could not help thinking the Independent govern- 


ſearch, as my opportunities and pre judices would at that 


ment moſt agrecable to the nature of New Teſtament wor— = 


| ſhip. But though this conviction did not terminate in a 
__ reſolution to break off from my own community, yet it 
| took down the fire edge of a narrow, bigotted ſpirit, and | 
produced a more generous turn of mind towards good peo: 
ple of all perſuaſions, which, bleſſed be God, to this day 
N hath never been contracted, but more and more enlarged. | 
In 1732, being at the Latin School in Jedburgh, à little 
5 marker; town in the ſouth of Scottand, where it was cuſto- 
mary for two or three of the moſt advanced claſſes to re- : 
| peat part of Mr. Vincent's Catechiſm every Monday morning 
the anſ.ver to the following queſtion fell to my lot; 
What is ſignified, ſealed, and engaged o on Cod part 2 
5 by our being baptized in his name 5 
There is lignified, ſealed, and engaged « on God's part, 85 
6. d our being baptized 1 in his name, 1. His ingrafting us 


8 
into Chriſt. 2. His making us e of the benefits 


; 66 of the New Covenant,” „ ä 
Early on the Lord's D Day 2 morning, as I was : watking's in 


was my uſual method, this anſwer ſtruck me with ſome 
degree of ſarprize, and led me to reaſon upon it in the 
following manner If ingrafting into Chriſt, and inſuring 
_— a titie:to the benefits of the New Covenant, he ſignified, | 
| ſealed, and engaged on God's part, by our being baptized F 


"the fields, conſidering the repetition the maſter had aſſign- . 
ed the day before, in order to fix it in my memory, which | 


in his name; how comes it to paſs that numbers Who have 


been baptized f in the name of the Holy Trinity, to all out- 
ward W - live and die without an intereſt | in theſe 


ee 4 


2M That 3 ir, 3 a Ps ts impoſed on ; the people, contra y to 
5 tha ar inc 3 9 the patron g Ui the pariſh, : ; 


£6 


66 ; 


Imalidih of 2 t- Babeiſn. e 


di iſtinguiſhed bleſſings; for God will ſurely fulfil every en. 
gagement to which he ſets his ſeal ? 
It was quite natural for me to draw ſuch a concluſion, 
becauſe, prior to this, the Lord had enabled my ſoul to 
caſt the anchor of its hope in the fulneſs and faithfulneſs f 
himſelf, and in the ſurc and unchangeable nature of the 
covenant of grace; and that in a high ſtorm. of deep dif- _ 
trieſs, for want of the knowledge of an intereſt in Chriſt, 
_ the one thing needful, Luke x. 42. At firſt, l only ſuſp efted: „ 
the author's doctrine, with regard to the faithfulneſs . 
God, and the ſtability of his covenant; but conſidering. 
what he farther obſerves of the engagement on our part, 
began to queſtion, whether he did not miſtake the nature 
| and end of baptiſm, His words are: | 
hy our being baptized 1 in the name of the Father, Soi 
ET 4 and Holy Ghoſt, is ſealed and engaged on our part, that - : 
We wil be the Lord's, and that * wholly, foul and. - 
1 


oc, and with all our powers, faculties, and members, f 
. 


© are to be employed by him as inſtruments of righteoul- = 
neſs and new obedience; and 2. only the Lord's, and 


entiments, and 


1 


— — 


therefore we engage to renounce the ſervice of the devil, 
and the fleſh, and the world, and fight under Chriſt's 1 
banner againſt theſe enemies of the Lord and of our e 
: Bos ſouls.” : | 1 
. Poring upon theſe things . reviewing all that Vincent 1 
ſays upon the ſubje&, found it aſſerted- 
PE d nefits of the covenant of grace, which by baptiſm we are 
En Bl made partakers of, are, Admiſſion into the viſible church 
2 Remiſſion of fas by Chriſt's blood—Regeneration and 
(é ſeandtification by Chriſt's Spirit—Adoption, together with 
» aur union unto Chrit—and Reſurrection to everlaſting | 
life.“ I obſerved, the Weſtminſter aſſembly, in the larger 
catechiſm, ſtrictly concurred with theſe fen 
therefore concluded they muſt be true. But then I could 
not account how theſe benefits were conferred upon in- 
fants by baptiſm, ſeeing I had experienced thoſe rich bleſ- 
| tings flowing to my ſoul through a different channel, 
namely, by the operation of the Holy Spirit in the day of the b 
 Meſfia's power, Pal. cx. 3. For having ſeen myſelf without 
Hoa, and without hope e in the world, Eph. it. 12. received the 
Re inowledge of ſaloation by the remiſſion of fins, Luke i. 77. and 
2 obtained faith to cry . Father, Gal. iv. C. above twenty 


4 That the be- 


4  Exerci ies of Mind ee * 


years after my baptiſm, concluded cheſe favours were nover 


- beſtowed that way. 


This put me upon enquiring, "heather it Was "polfible 
for me to receive any benefit by baptiſm, while an infant; 


or whether I could make a profitable improv ement of it 


now? That hitherto it had been of no advantage to me, 


was quite evident; for 1 had never cloſely conſidered the 

true nature and import of the ordinance, and to reap bene- 

tt by reflection, ſcemed a little impracticable; becauſe, be- 
ing incapable of ſpiritual views, and perſonal engage-. 


ments at the time, there appeared nothing material to re- 
flect upon relative; to a tranſaction, in Which 1. was never 
con ſciouſly engaged; therefore often thought, had I not. 


been baptized before, how ſweet and ſignificant the ordi- 
nance might be now! For I could go to my miniſter, as 
our Saviour did to Fohn, preſent myleif a ſubject, and re- 
Joice 1 in him that fanctified the water- 


And here begun | 
__ ſcruples « concerning the validity of infant baptiſm, | | | 


Ihe method I took to have my doubts removed, was 
more ſtrictly to ſearch into what Vincent, together wk the 
Confeſſton of Faith, and the Larger and Shorter Catectu ſms ſay 
upon the ſabje&; but theſe fell ſo far ſhort of yielding the 
ſatisfaction wiſhed for, they did not fail to increaſe my 
difficulties; many things appearing not only inconcluſive, : 
but directly oppoſite to ſcripture, reaſon, 'and experience. 
For, the viſible church is ſaid to conſiſt of ſuch as pro- 
=: + feſs the true religion, together with their children“? 
= and yet they only allow infants to be admitted by baptiſm, 8 
This I could by no means reconcile; for if they are a 
part of the viſible church, prior to their baptiſm, it would 
2 a flat contradiction to ſay, they enter into it by that 
| ceremony; and it was equally dithcult for me to under- 
ſtand, how an infant by baptiſm, © enters ws o an open 
-« and profeſſed engagement to be wholly an 
c Lord's;” + or account how a child's “ faith, with all 
other graces, can be ſtrengthened and increaſed, ” + ſee- 
ing children have neither faith nor grace, in the judgment 
„ the Aſſembly; as is clear from the tenth chapter of the 
1 7 Ruch, and the Queſti on on Eectual Cas lang: in 


only the 


the 


= Conf: fron of r Faith, . 2535 
7 Length Ca; rechn ſm « on » Babtiſm, 55 
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Lana of In /ant-Baptiſne. DO 25 
the Las ger cat echi ſm. For all are declared to be in a ſlate | 


ok fin and death, till eee called by the Word and | 
Spirit of God. 


| I had frequently heard, and as 1 condimacd the 
ne of England, for arm! ing, that an * infant is made 


a member of Chriſt, t, a child of God, and an inheritor of 


the kingdom of heaven, by baptiſm; * but now found 


our own church, in effect, ſaid the very fame. For these 
Shorter Catec hifmn, in the deſcription of a ſacrament, defines. 


it—* An holy ordinance, inſtituted by Chriſt, wherein," 
* by ſenſible ligns, Chriſt and the benefits of the new cove- 
s nant are repreſented, ſealed, and applied to believers,” 


The plain and obvious meaning of theſe words appeared 


to me in this light, that Chriſt and the benefits of the new. 
Covenant wete repreſented, fealed, and applied to believ- 
ers, by the ſenſible ſigns in baptiſm and the Lord's Opry. | 
: but: then, as we uled baptiſm in infancy, I was at a great 
| loſs to know 3 in what ſenſe infants could be termed believ- 
ers; nor have I ever received ſatisfaction in this point, 
At length, conſidering there is no other outward and fen- 
fible ſign in baptiſm, but pure water, 0 not being a- 
gain applied when the ſoul is bleſſed with divine faith, > 
concluded, either the definition did not reſpe& baptiſm, | 
or intended, that thoſe benefits were conferred upon in- 
fants by the outward element, which is rather more excep- 
tionable, than what we ſo freely condemned in our ſiſter 


church, and to me 2 glaring proof of our own inconſiſt- 


ency; for elſewhere we are ſaid “ to be made partakers 
„e of the redemption purchaſed by Chriſt, by the effectual 
* application of it to us by his Holy Spirit.“ And this 
is ſaid to be done, by working faith in us, and thereby 

„ uniting us to Chriſt 1N OUT etfeftual calling.“ If we 
are made partakers of theſe benefits, by the ſenſible ſign in 
baptiſm, then not by the Spirit of Chris . in our effectual 
calling; but if by the Word and Spirit of Chriſt in our ef- 
fectual calling, then not by the 10 >niible ſigt. in baptiſm. 


This can never be reconciled, Thus What 1 had formerlx 


eſteemed our conſtitutional ſtandard, 8 15 laſt involved me 
in the greateſt difficulties, For whatever might be the 
intention of the . the Datura conſequence of: 


their 


ad Vorter Catech Vn, 


15 


| 6 A Mind rotting the „5 
weir words argue—That either infants are to be conſidered 7, 


| | 2. 
"n believers, the water, applied afreſh when faith is obtain- 
ca, or the ordinance to be deferred, till the fubjefts are 
| 

| 


"F born from above. 
| 11 ce this, the exerciſes 4 my wind be gan to be Wk: 


ty; but remembering how uſeful the reading of the ſcrip- - 
| tures had been, while I was groaning for redemption, and f 


wailing for themanifeſtation of the ſons of Cod, Rom. viii, 19—23. 
KH | reſolved to enquire into the New Teſtament. with the 
gRreateſt diligence and impartiality, The method 1 took 
| Wuo.as to read it over and over, and carefully remark every 
| pallage, which directly or implicitly regarded the ordi- . 
nance. And for about a quarter of a year, every freſh. 
ee produced new evidences in infant-baptiſm; _ 
but tho' many places bore upon my mind with ſome degree | 
SY £ conviction, yet three e determined my judg- 
ment. And, 5 
e AE. hour cometh, "at now is, wh the true rigors fall e 
worſfiß the Father in ſhirit and in truth. for the Father ” KO To 
Hue to worſhip him, John iv. 23. 5 
Prom theſe words I conceived, that the true andy; proper e 
WT worſhip of the New Teſtament, is to be performed in ſpi- 
>. and in truth; and as 1 looked upon baptiſm to be a 
ſolemn part of that worſhip, concluded therefore, that in- 
fants could not engage in it with their own ſpirits, nor 
Practiſe the ordinance in truth, under the influences of the 
Spirit of Chriſt; ; conſequently. muſt be e 2 - 
. baptiſm, _ ” 
2. Without faith it is impoſſ 2 to dleaſe Gal Heb. xi. . 9 5 
As I could not a apprehend that the parents, or ſureties 
. could believe for the child; neither could I learn how the _ 
infant could have faith for itſelf, becauſe Faith cometh x 
hearing, and hearing by the Word of G od, Rom. x, 17, there- 
3 as an infant cannot have faith, and it is impoſſible : 
to pleale God without it, the baptiſm of infants cannot 
SE bt right; becauſe, Whatſoever i es not. of faith. i # Ny Rom. xiv. 


28. 


ee f gure whereunto, even baptiſm, doth. alſo now w ſave b 


us, "(not the putting azoay the filth of the fleſh, but the anſwer fa |. 
good con ſcience tocoaras bony: * the be pak F Yu Chr: fo f 


5 Pet. ili. 21, | 


| C—— 
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| Being now pretty well 


OO Invalidity of Infant-Baptiſm. 29 


| It appeared to me, from theſe words, that the ſubjeQs 


of baptiſm muſt have the enfwer of a good conſcience towards 


Cod, which I underſtood, not only to be an heart ſprinkled 
From an evil conſcience, Heb, x. 22. but alſo a full perſuaſion, 
that the ordinance was appointed by God, to figure forth a 


finiſhed ſalvation by the reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt, But 


as infants cannot have ſuch a conſcious impreſſion, con- 


cluded, they were very oy e qe lubjects of baptiſm. 
a 


| moſt proper Subjects of Baptiſm, I proceeded to examine 


the Mode, The texts produced by Vincent, and the allem= _ : 
| bly of divines, to prove dipping unneceſſary, and ma 
BY ſprinkling was ſufficient, are fo foreign to the purpoſe, that 
I immediately concluded the cauſe muſt be dark, where 


| the proofs were ſo weak. My ſuſpence therefore about 


of their congregations, in 1689.“ 


| this matter did not long continue; for as we generally al- 
lowed dipping to have been the primitive mode, I judged 
2 departure from that practice unwarrantable; and as it 
agrees with the moſt natural, ſignificant, and expreſſive 
import of the word, it was ſafeſt, and quite juſtifiable to 


I) be next thing that came before me, was a ſtrong incli» _ 
I ration to be acquainted with ſome of the other principles 
of ſuch as practiſed adult baptiſm by immerſion. But when 
l came to examine the God in various dictionaries, which _ 
| aiftinguiſhes that perſuaſion, found the poor Anabaptiſts tra- 
duced as a ſect of heretics, who generally held a ſyſtem of 
FF monſtrous opinions. This gave me a great damp at firſt 
| fetting out; but, after ſome reaſoning upon the ſubject, 
concluded, their erroneous ſentiments in other points, did 


not prove them miſtaken reſpecting baptiſm. And in Aa. 


| ſhort time, I met with a more favourable account of tha 
_ Engliſh Baptiſts, in Pardon's dictionary, namely, © That they 
% differ from other proteſtants in little more than the not. 
„ haptizing children, as appears by a confeſſion of faith, 
| & publiſhed by the repreſentatives of above one hundred 


| + This account gave great relief to my mind, and did not 
more rejoice than ſurprize, by the mention of ſuch a num» 
ber of churches in England, Nor did it fail to ſet me a 
5 e for a ſight of this confeſſion of faith, or any otber 


1 Baprif 


aok on the particular ſubject, which N 1 


tisfied, that believers were the 
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28 Lacrciſes of blind. reſpe thou THE: 
| that Profe n. The kr ſt that I could Te, Was Mr. 1 
ilfe Serifpliire Manual, a treatiſe quite * :aſonable, which. 
added great firength to my. mind, and ſapport to my new 


ſentiment :;.for that book, in my eftecm, is as conciſe, clear 
and concluſiv E as any ILhave y ct ſcen upon the labject. 


Alter this, my inclination for. the ordinance, and ac 5 
quaintance with the peop „le, calle d Baptiſes, greatly 8 


ln 


ed; and as our ſchool alw ays broke e up. for the harveſt, 


olved, when I returned to my father's in England, to viſit = 


iome of the. Baptiſt congregations. But after conſidering 


the oppotition T was likely to meet with, became much 
diſccuraged. However, I wrote to my father. informing 
hen of my change of principles, and cave a diſtant hint. of 
my intentions; This. being about. the latter end of the 


ſpring, thought we would have ſome time to reaſon the 


point at a © but ſoon ſound my letter had kindled 5 


fuch a fre of reſentment, as would be hard for me to en- 


dure at my return; theref ore. conceived it would be beſt to 


diſmiſs, or at leaſt conceal. my new opinion, But it was 


_ impradticable to palliate what I had already mentioned, 
_ without manifeſt diſſimulation, thereſore wiſhed it might. 
appear that my new ſentiment was really an error, and my 
compliance ſo far merely a temptation. This led me to re- 
view the point, with ſome degree of reſolution, being de- 
termined, if poſſible, to have full ſatisfaction: But one 
morning, my mind was ſo ſtrangely affected, that all the 
powers thereof were ſhaken and confounded; 2s I was. 
reading thefe words, Beca- fe they received not the love of the 
truth, that they miglit be faved; God ſhall fend them a ſtrong delu- 
_ fron, thet they ford believe a lie: that they all mig il be damned, 
cio believe not the truth, 2 Theſſ. ii. 10, 115 12. The manner 
in which this ſcripture operated, was, in producing a ſuſ- 
pence about my happy ſtate; for I was tempted to believe, 
| that I had not received. the love of God in truth, which 
had occaſioned him to ſend this ſtrong deluſion, in cauſ- 
ing me to believe ſuch a lie, reſpecting Baptiſm. And as it 
was only about half a year before, that I had obtained the 
witneſs of peace and pardon, it bore the weightier upon 
my mind. For ſome time, therefore, 1 looked on baptiſm 
AS an indifferent matter; ind I . though! s reſpecting it be- 
ing diſmiſſed, the whole bent of my deſires were engaged 
Au eurneſt addrefics to God, for a 


freſh and full evidence 


of 


of my intereſt in Chriſt; 5 which, bel 


according to it, ſhall be beaten with many ſtripes, 10 Xli. 47 


; Pe, Matt. x 


F ſhould withſtand the 001 »oſttion of friends, fill re m ain! Je 
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eſt of bleflings, he ſoon 
granted, to the unſpeakable joy of my heart. I then form... 
ed a relolution, to diſturb my peace no more with per- 
plexing thoughts on baptiſm; but reſt ſatished with the 


ſweet allirdics of Chriſt's love. However, convictions 


| Teipetting the ſole mnity of that inſtitution, arid tne tiplit | 
. bad received into the ſubject perpetually Parte me, 
| and though ſeveral times I had come to. a determination; 


to remain entirely ſatisfied 1 with the baptiſm 1 had recery ed. 
in my infan cy, Tet the effect be What it would, was at” 
length ſufficiently rouſed from this bent in liferency 

by theſe words, He that knows his Lord's Will, and does nu att. 


And Ps Nat be father 277 Noce, e chan me, 75 Not 


F104 #03 x33 114 
M - Gb Te 17 
2 * 7 


Having ther Hors: made as cri itica 2 foarch into the New 
Teſtament, as my Capacity would ag nant, and not. being 


able to diſcover the moſt diſtant hint from precept or pre: = 
cedent, in favour of infant ba aptiim, concluded, had that 


practice been the will of God, its divine aut! 1orIty would 
never have heen left {o exceeding dark and obſcure. A l 


1 beſides, it did not only appear quite unſcriptural, but, 
he very nature of the thing, vaſtly abſurd; for ev oy . 
ranch of New Teſtame nt worſhip is to be performed in 
1 faith, in ſpirit, and in truth; and baptiſm is undoubtedly. 
a3 folemn a part of that worlf] lip, as any other SALINAS ad; 15 


ty, or ordinance; conſcquently, it is moſt irrational to fl. 


boſe, that infants have any concern in holy paptiſin. 
| ) 


But though my mind was now relieved from all Ats 

{cruples, reſpecting the truth of believers baptiſm, yet How © 
a diſtreſſing difficulty, I continued therefate: in this -dif: 
turbed way till near the harveſt, when it was en 
either God or man mult be obey =: but 1 art ermincd to 
comply with: my: convittions, end leave the utue with the 
Lord. | | op 

What 8 encouraged me in this, was a a0 ep role 7 
}f what Chriſt had done for me, and wrought. in me, 0 
ether with a frm belief of the account to be given be- | 
ore him ! in a little time, I returned therefore to: [ns alan, 
'ith earneſt defires for acquaintance with the Baptiste, and 
wy reſoly ed, by the grace 2 ol God, io put my den gus Into 


lowing z ; for it was but ſeldom he could go, As 
| a great diſtance from the place; I promiſed to meet him : 
there, if my father's permiſſion could be obtained. 


by 30 Bert zes of Mind » pe tie 
e but my fears were great, and my reaſoning: ma- 
8 ny thinking it a hard matter to expoſe myſelf to the ſe- 
vere reſentment of thoſe whom I ſo dearly loved and re- 
Ce { praficen of the | 
Baptiſts might prove diſagreeable to me, or I unacceptable | 
to them. But having heard, before I left Scotland, that an 
intimate friend of mine 9 had joined himſelf to a Baptiſt 
church, a little ſouth from Hexham, purpoſed firſt to fee 
Him, from whom I expected a full account of the people. | 


garded—and fearing leſt the principles an 


At our interview, among other things, he told me he 


was to be ata church meeting the Saturday eng fol- 


It is ſome what remarkable, that after I opened my ind 


fully, my mother never appeared againſt me; nor did my 
__ eldeſt brother (of whom I was much afraid). 1 ever ſpeak ta | 
me upon the ſabjeR. My father, together with an uncle, ' 
_ were the only relatives who appeared irreconcileable, i 
However, I accompliſhed the promiſe made to my friend, .» 
by concealing my intentions as much as poſlible. £ 


[ got to the place, || on. the evening appointed, and wa 


| Mr. Hall was not come; however, the kindneſs of the 

people did abundantly compenſate for that diſappointment; | 

for, contrary to all expectation, I was immediately admit- 
lied into their church meeting, and, to my great ſatisfac- 
tion, found there were two perſons to be baptized the ſame |Þ 
evening. This put me in mind, how providentially bra. Þ 
beams leryant had boon; conducted, Cen. KV. 12. aud as 4 


=< This was one [Robert Hall, 1 is now @ Mis at FO 


1 in Leiceſterſhire, and brother 40 Mr, Chriſtopher ] Hall, the 
85 * M niſter in Whitehaven. 5 | 


It ꝛs called Juniper-Dye- -Houſe, _ four ar fouth of. 


| Hexham, un what is vulgarly di anguiſh ied by the name of Hex- 
Hamſhire. The praftice of this church, ts to meet on the Saturday 
Feſore they receive the Lord's Supper, whach is once in two months ; 
v only to ſettle their church affairs, in outward matters, and hear 
Juli as propoſe themſelves for baptifm.; but to enquire whether a lobe 
70 Chrijt and one another prencile, and to pray for the preſence of 


bod in the folemnity before tem. A e truly Aura a 
ee CR | „ 


rved at 


Bm ps CY Q9- þ tf V8 
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5 my prayers were, in {ome reſpects, correſpondent with his, 
| hoped I might meet with the ſame ſaccels, Cen, xxiv. 27. 
and having ! never before heard any relate the dealings « of 
God with their ſouls, it was a moving meeting to me. 
The church declared their approbation of the candidates, 
and defired them to prepare for haptiſm; one of whom 
ſtood up, and made a moſt affecting requeſt—intreating all 
preſent to pray ſor a bleſſing upon the occalion—that by 
grace they might be enabled to walk agrecable to the gol- 
pel—and at laſt finiſh their courſe with joy and triumph. 
This lo melted my heart, as it had never been before at 
any other part of worſhip; nor could I help reflect ng 
Within myſelf What a dead, formal, unmeaning thing, is 
the preſenting of an infant for baptiſm, when compared 
weith this! And, beſides, the miniſter's f diſcourſe at the 
river ſide, together with his prayer before and after the 
__ adminiſtration, were ſo powerful and pertinent, that I le- | 
cretly wiſhed all my acquaintances preſent. 5 - 
When the ſolemnity was over, one ale me what 1 5 
thought of their method; and being inclined to oppoſe ä 
for ſome time, to ſee what they had to ſay for their prac- _ 


tice, was ſurprized to find them advance the ſame argu- ; 


-- ments. againſt me, Which had formerly determined my 
judgment, when far from every Baptiſt, I had reſolved 
with myſelf, not to join them ſuddenly; but the clear ra 
views and ſweet enjoyments my ſoul had been indulged 
with, during the adminiſtration of the ordinance, the in- 
. formation received from Robert Hall, and the preſſing found | 
of theſe words, Acts xxii. 16. Why tarrieſt thou? produced 
another way of thinking; and ſo I opened my mind, It _ 
Was ſomewhat particular, that all the while I could hardly 3 
95 forbear crying out, What hindereth | me to be baptized: ? Ow: 
lik. 36. | | 


The next morning es perk. came . with” an 
intent to be baptized, which gave me a fair opportunity to 
embrace what I had ſo earneſtly longed for; and our 


propoſals proving acceptable, were accordingly baptized, | 
Ihe relation of our experiences took up much of the 
morning, ſo that the people were all aſſembled for the 


N of the 4215 and We e each fide of ths 
5 ver,; | 


e e Freie te tl hh; 


; 32 „ Exerciſes of Mind's eſp fling FP 


river, the occaſion reminded me of the primitive baptiſms 


in Jordan. 


Betwixt the adminiſtration of this ordinance and the 
Lord's Supper, Mr. Fernie preached twice from theſe words, 
I faiali xxv. 6. In this mountain ſhall the Lord of Hoſts make unto 
Eis people, a feaſt of fat things, a feaſt of wine on the lees, of fat 
mags full of marrow, of wine on the lees well refined: After which 
all things were made ready for the celebration of the holy 
ſupper; and the perſons newly baptized, ſtanding up in the 

_ preſence of the people, were addreſſed by the miniſter to 
the following purpoſe: “ That as we had made a ve 


e public and ſolemn profeſſion, it was neceſſary to lay be- 


« fore us, that our converſation ought to be holy and be- 


“ commg—that the difficulties of a public pilgrimage were 
* many and great—and that the faithfulneſs and fulneſs 
ol Jeſus was amply ſufficient to ſupport and ſupply : ” _ 
And then aſſuring us what joy we adminiſtered to them, 
and with what cordial affection they received us, in the 
name of the church he gave us the right hand of fellowſhip, 
J.... 8 )) 8 
= The whole was conducted with ſo much order and ſim- 
. and attended with fuch a remarkable bleſling, as 1 
had never been witneſs to before: And as it was a feaſting 
ſeaſon to my ſoul, ſo I ſtood in great need of it; for I met 
with a cool reception at my return home, And now began 
my wilderneſs trials, being looked upon as one who had re- 


nounced the faith, and turned foo! in a frolick. _ 


One time, late at night, my father aſked me ſeriouſly, if 
I was really baptized, or whether the report was ground. 
les? I told him, it was all truth; upon which he grew _ 
”. exceeding angry, deſired me to leave his houſe, and be 
In ſeen by him no more, I quietly walked out to lament my 
Is Hard fate; but conſidering our Saviour's temptations im- 
IH mediately after his baptiſm, Matt. iv. 1. was led to put up 35 
a2 petitien to this purpoſe: © O Lord, many perplexed 
. ** caſes have been put into thy hands, and thou halt 
brought order out of them all, I refer this matter, with | 
_ «© every other affair, wholly to thy diſpoſal, over-cule all _ 
de for thy own glory, and my advantage.” After my fa- 
ther was gone to bed, my mother called me in, and the 
next morning his counterance was more towards me than 
I at other times. This made me conclude, the. Lord was 


beginning 


ini alidity of nan. Bop: | 33 


beg! nning to anſwer my prayer; and fo it came to paſs; 
tor in a thort time, a beloved couſin a young man, the 
| fon of my uncle already mentioned, who were both men of 
great abilities, ſtri& piety, and died near to one another, 
foon after] was the happy inſtrument of turning my fa- 
ther's heart; whi ch put an end to all my troubles from ] 
that quarter. | 
\ Returning again to Scotland; 1 Jeligned to conceat: my ſen- 
. Hments from friends in that lace, imagining, to ſpeak of 
them might rather be hurtful than otherwiſe, But in leſs 
than half a year, ſome perſon hearing the matter, at News 
_ caftle upon Tyne, all came to light. My friends in Jedburgi: | 
ſeemed to vent themſelves in ſurprize, but not by way of 
| ſpleen and reſentment; therefore had nothing to undergo 
- Nec only what ſome would call the ſhame and ſcandal of 
the thing. And, indeed, the renouncing of my baptiſmal | 
covenant {as they called it) was looked upon to be a very 
ſtrange piece of conduct, an inſtance whereof had not 


been known, in theſe parts, in the memory of man. But 


20 give a full detail would be quite tedious, ſhall therefore 
leave the candid reader to judge, what I muſt have under- ; 
gone in a courſe of ſuch variety of exerciſes, fn 
1 ſhall therefore conclude, by informing the reader, that 7 
211 the exerciſe of mind I underwent, and the oppolition I 
met with, were not to be compared. with the peace and: 
_ tranguility of ſoul I enjoyed, bi complying. with my con- 


| ©. vienons, and following the Shepherd” 8 V Nor have 1 — 


ever repented, but often rejoiced, for. the change of my 
5 Principles, 5 | D 


End of Mr. Rutherſord' 8 Erereiles of: Ming 
5 on he Tn val dity of Infant.-Baptiſm. 
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Divers Learned Padobaptilts. | 


: Sr no Perſons are diſpoſed. to make voluntary and 4 5 


5 Lovn avowed pra actice, 3 the moſt ſatis factory 
ee in favour of thoſe who differ from them, the 


1 5 Falter offers the e Teſtimonies. to contideration, 


Teſtimonies Im | Favour of Believers Boptifm. 


Y M. DU FEI D. 5. 


| "ITH great approbation quotes aaſridus Strabo, RE Te 
V flays, You mult obſer: e, that in the primitive 
| 99 the ordinance of papti {im Was oz/y adminiſtered to 
« thoſe, who through perfection of bod ly and mind had at- 
„ tained to this, that they knew what profit they Seng ed _ 
„ baptiſm, what was to be proſeiled, what to be heliev- 
e ec, and laſt, what Was reſerved for thoſe born again in 


- e Chriſt,” 5 


Ho ST TS this 3 of another 3 Write — 5 
% You may not undeſerve 'aly obſerve, that only the adult 


Are capable on e Z 
Literal E xpl. of the AQ, 7 198, | 


OS. os 


liberate concefhons, in direct oppoſition to their 


TES T7 IM 0 NIE S 


os 


| "6: 


„ 
44 


PE 


Dr. "of 5 1 11 0 V 5 = 


45 T FREE it 3 that the apoſtle! 5 hate. 3 | 
66, of baptizing his houſhold, 1 Cor. i. 16. ſhould be thought | 
<6 competent to conclude that infants were baptized by him, 


< when it is uncertain whether there were LE ſuch at all Lin. 
« the houle,” | | | 


"Dil. DAY EO 


. * From the action of Chriſt's b! eſling infants, to „ infor 
they are to be baptized, proves nothing fo much as that 
+ there is a want of better arguments; ſor the concluſion Gd 


with more probability be derived thus: Chrift bleſſed 


„ infants ard ſo diſmiſſed, but baptized them not; there — 
8 5 Tore inlants are not to be baptized. Mn” 


© hambers 5 2 'yclopertia, on Baptifo 1. 


885 It appears, that in the primitive. times, none were 5 


* e but adults,” „ 


e K O 7 . 


N kant Baptiſm ſeems to me to have been dike: = ih 8 
ee old far more frequently in Africa than in Aja, or any o- 
„ ther parts of the world, and with a greater opinion of TR. 
. neceſſity. For in the councils we find no mention ol 5 

- this c cu! tom before the council of Carthage.” 


Annot, 1 in Matt xix. 14. E : | 


e h * e K I T A U 


« Pædobaptiſm, in the two firſt centuries "hos. Chriſt, „ 
was unknown, but inthe third and ſourth was approved ” 
* of by a few, began to prevail i in the fifth and ſubſequent. al 
ages; and therefore this rite is obſerved by us, not as 


an apoſtolic Wagons but as A cuſtom of long continue 8 
ance.” 1 


denz. Chrid. Laſt, Lib. 1. 0. mY 
VY U 72 Ee #: R uU 8. 


«In the two firſt ages no one e beptil, 1 8 


he, who 9 being Provieuny. inſrufled. in the ſaith, and 
| tinturd - 


4 66 


e 


6. 


l Padodap . : 37 


Hoftured with. the dottrine of Chriſt, could edi, that 
7 he believed, Kc.“ e 


-B 4 ND T: 


« That 300d and very antient eüftem of baptifing aa | 
is advanced with too much violence by lome, and op- 
poled with no leſs by others. This ceremony, as ſome © 
think, prevailed firſt in Africa and Greece, but in ſuch a 
manner that ſome doctors of the c! Rurch 0 penly. declared E 


8 that they could not conſent to the 


Annot. on B. 11. Pp. 8 8 


Bie BARLOW. 


. The truth | is, infant baptiſm did (how or by. whom 7 2, 


: * know not) come in, in "the {ſ-cond century,—and | in the 1 

third and fourth began to be practiſed, though not gene- 

1 | and defended as law ful * that text e miſun- 0 
0 Lerſioo, John i iii. 8 5 8 ” 


Grantham! s friendly epilt 7. ng 1 


3 r 1 | 
Aide telling! us that he had diſcovered, that the 1 in- 


. A or little children intended by the early fathers, when 


they ſpeak of them as baptized, were thole that were capa- 


ET 


ble of catechetic inſtruction, adds, — This moſt important 
diſcovery I ſoon communicated to the world in this pa- 
per, (i. e. Primitive anfant baptiſm reoloed) Which both By. 

BE 2 Hoadly and Dr. Clark greatly approved, but ſtill went on 
in the or: linary Pprotiice, notwithſtanding. 1 ſent this 
: paper allo by an intimate friend, Mr. Hanes, to Sir Tfaac 
* Newton, and defired to know his opinion, The . 
returned was this, that they both had dilcovered 


* ſame thing before; nay, 1] afierward> found that Sir 755 


1 „ 


. © Newton was ſo hearty for th: Baptiſts, as well as for the 


; E. iſebians or Artans, that he lometimes (lalpected thele - 
two. were the two * itneſſes ! In the Rev elation,” . 


5 | Vide Whifton" 8 hls, 5 177. 10 15 
Oe WHITH4H7 


| Ovens, that Dr. Cale” 3 s very learned letters prove it to be | 


| 3 VVV doubtful 


| Theſaur, Keel, fub \ voce © oaks I} 5 | 


TE 8 TIM ONIES PY 5 
bY doubtful und uncertain, whether infant baptifin aid con- 


e obtain till ſeveral hundred years after Chriſt. | 
| Diſſert. de 8. Script. eee pref. $5. 5 


LUDOVICUS VIVES. 


Th &« "ves: were baptized of old, bi it thoſe who” were of 
| „age, who did not only unde rftand what the myſtery of 
( the water meant, but deſired the ſame; the perfect 1 image 5 
1 OPT whereof we Have yet in our infant baptiim. For it is 
er aſked- of the infant, wilt thou be baptized? | for whom | 
F the ſureties arſwer, will?” =: e 
. . Comment. in Auge. Lid. i. | Cap. 2 27. 12 


Bie . YLOR, 


Lib Proph. p. 239. « It i 1s acainſt the perpetual nals Ty £ 
of Chriſt's doctrine, to baptiſe infants; for beſides that 
Chriſt never gave any precept to bapti 15 them, nor ever 
himſelf, nor his apoſtles, that appears, did bapti| iſe any of _ 


them, all that either he or his apoſtles. laid concerning 


5 Which infants are no: t capable, and theſe. are faith and oe 
| TOS 1 3 8 


5 To make no more b quotations: on this 1 many + ltd 7 
"Pies dobaptifts have acknowledged. that there is nothing c. 
preſs, either as to precept or precedent, for the baptiſm of in- 
fants, in the whole New Teſtament. They will farther _ 
acknowledge, that the ſcriptures ſhould be our only guide 
in matters of religious inſtitution, The unprejudiced x reader 5 
| will draw the proper: inference,” e a 1 . 


"Teſti limonies in | Favour of Immer don. ” 


c. 1. DU. VEIL, 9. D. p. We 


F The facred ceremony of baptiſs. is not to be inks 
ee ed by ſprinkling—but by the plunging of the whole body, 
« as firſt the proper ſignification of the greek word (baptizo) 


room of immerſion, either r ſprinkling, or any other way 
| | | l of ; 


it, requires ſuch previous diſpolitions to baptiſm, . 


ny declares.” — P. 77, 78. But to ſubſtitute in ine 


1 ſerves— 
. be uſed for the ſignification.“ 


. 86. 


| Learned 12 08. 39 


| « of 3 app! ing water to the body, to ſignify the fame thing, 
« 1s not in the power of the diſpenſers of God's myſteries, 

or of the church,” —as Thomas Aquinas excellently well ob- 
it belongs to the lignifier to determine what ſign 


„ no res 2 ng er than was derived to it from the apoſtles, + 
f The cuſtoms of churches o'ght to ſubmit. to the 
words of Chriſt, not the words « | of Chriſt ber mk to 1 8 15 


1 cuſtoms of the church. = 


"Doc W H T T B „ on "Ram. vi. 4. 


ED « This immerſion being religiouſly obſerved by all chrit. 
e tians for thirteen centuries, and approved by our church, 


author of this TR.” 8575 1 
8 R 0 r ＋ . 5. 8 „ 
« That this rite (baptiſm) was wont to his performed by 


immerſion, and not by perfuſion, appears both from RE” 
5 proprie ety of the word, and the places choſen for its ad- 


many alluftons of the apoftle, which cannot be relerred | 
4. to e | Rom. vi. 3, +: Col. THE 5 
e | SE | Annot. in 1 Matt, iii, 6. 
MASTRICHT, 8. S. T. P. 


1. Tnnerfon only x Was uled I by the e and . 
& church.” | EET | 


| Theologia, p. 918. 
e. 4: + - 4 7” N. 


N ere we plainly ſee What manner of | baptiving there 8 
18 95 Was among the e for ie whole 0 Was s dipped into 5 


e water,” 8 3 
„ On Adds viii. 28 5 
nie 7 4 17 L 0 R. | 


: « The "ti of the antient church was not ſprinkling, | 
5 but immerſion, &e,” e 


Putt. Dub. lib. g, he 


: Dr, 8 


© The church has 


(meaning the church of England | and the change of it 
imo ſprinkling, even without ny allowance from the 5 


< miniſtration, John iii, 2, 3. AQs viii. 33. and from the 1 8 


„% TE $ TIMONIES y 
WZ d 


; E (1 1% It is certain that both lohn and the Alpe of 
e Chriſt, ordinarily uſed dipping, whole example was fol- 
« lowed: by the antient church. (2.) It cannot. be denied. 


e Carlton is to plunge or dip. — Nor are we to conceal, (3 | 


4 in immerſion. (A.) Nay, that immerſion may be performed 5 
in cold countries, without any great danger of health 
, and life, appears from the example of the Nulſſians, who. y 
„ plunge the children that are to be baptized three times 
: 1 « all over, not believing that Napeifn e can be duly. Pere. N 
| 7 5 formed by any Other way.“ . 
5 eee of the Cov enants, Vol. 3 p- 121g, 1214. 


| Biftap TILLOTSON. 


„ ments, which ſignified the putting off the body” of zin, 125 
1 and were e immerſed and buried in water, &c,” _ ; 


An HOADLY. 


TN &« Paptiſi or the ceremony of immerfion in water, repre- | 
| Fo 1 © ſents 1 to chriſtians their death unto fin, &c,” | 
ha Sermon before the 9 90 Feb. 25, 1729 90. e 


"ME „ k. 


14. There * was no ſuch. thing as forinkling © or es eee 5 
8 « uſed 3 in x the len Wr nor many ages after them.“ 


Diatribe on Tit. 1 11. 5, Pe by. 5 


Dr. MANTON 


« © The antient manner of baptizing was to tip the parties : 
« baptized, and as it were ye wary. them under the water for = 


: Gs 2 While. By 
5 on Rom. vi. 4 v. 14 


e that the native ſignification of the words Gange, and 


1 that there is a greater copiouſneſs of ſignification, and 5 
4c fuller ſimilitude between the fign and the thing bgnifted _ 


1 Antiently thoſe who were baptized put of. N gar; i 


Sermon on 2 Tim. i ii. 19. v. 8. 1 


(e 


1. 


66 


wu whole 2 5 I 


6 
40 
7 « 


- To be baptized is to be e in water,” OE ne 
| | nn Vid. in Matt, xx. 2. 3 


3 


Laa ned Pedobape , A e 41 | 


e e „ 


« The very „word baptizing lignifies to OY and it is cer- 


N tain, THEE. the rite of bins was obſerved of the antient 4 | 


LO THER 


Dr. HAMMOND. 


2007 


PIS8CATO K. 


« I ſcems to rel. ect the antient rite, w hen as $ the while g 
2 body was dipt into the water, and fo as it were. buried, 55 
TK " ans ee againe 5 draw n out as out of the grave.“ 


In Rom, vi. 4 and Col. ii. 12. E 


5. D 0 D D R 1 D 6 E. 7 


Dr. THO. COODWIN. 


0. The eminent thing henified. and aimed | in bays 


Tom. , 2, de baptiſm, fol. 19 · 


on Rom. vi. on 


; 46 BN I 1 an immerſion, | or waſhing | of f the | 


tiſm, is not ſimply the blood of Chriſt, as it waſheth us 


from fin, but there 1s a further repreſentation therein of 
Chrilt's death, burial, — Teſurte dien, in the 3 


* 


« being = 


„ 1 i 
F 
7 


# 
þ ; 


Inſt, lib, 4 chap. 15 ſect. . e 


« 1 bl have thoſe that are to be baptized, to be wholly IS : 
dipped into the water, | as the Word Imports, and the 8 
my 6 wag MN 


| Annot. on John xili. 10, 1 


1 1. ſcemt the part ol candor to con ſeſo, that here! is W 
alluſion to the manner of baptizing {OF . as 0 5 
ulusl in : thoſe carly times. | ” 


ke preceding pages: - 


be conſidered inſuperable, — 


1 1ESTIA O VES, Sc. = 

10h Join firſt buried under Vater, and then rifing out of | 
| 66 it, We” N ; No . s — : „ 
| ee Chriſt ſet forth, edit, 2d, p. 128, 8 


* 


451 mi ght gute many 1 more © Padobaptiſ's to the. Tas pur- 
pole, Sie ſhall conclude with what the learned 12 
Owen hath ſaid of the jewiſh baptiſms . The 
3 Rabbins, ſaid he, have framed a baptifm for thoſe: . 
enter into their Synagogue. A fancy too greedily em- 
. braced by ſome chriſtian writers, who would have thjñhe 
* holy ordinance of the church's baptiſm to be derivec 
„ from thence, —There are not the leaſt. footſteps of any N 
e ſuch uſage among the Jews, until after the days of John 
* Baptiſt, in imitation of whom it. was firſt taken * 1245 
7 85 ſome anti-miſhnical Rabbins.” | 


Vid. Exerc. on Hebr, Vol. 1. p. 278 


Such 8 as the following a are very at ow N 
{1.) That the evidence muſt 5 
needs be clear, ſtrong 7 concluſive in favour ot--the. -- 
_ Baptiſts, to extort ſuch liberal conceſſions. — 
the uſual pleas for infants, and objeftions againſt immerſion, | 3 55 
vere not of ſufficient weight with this venerable body, 
3.) Some of the beſt men 
may obſerve, acknowledge, and even lament the evil, which : 
= they labour not properly to remove, — 
are worthy examples, who have had reſolution to practiſe 5 
_ {influenced by evangelical principles) what their under. 


5 Wing diftated to be the Mater 5 Will. 


(2. ) ) That 


(4) That thoſe _ 


OY 


